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Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


Assessor’s Number USGS Quad = Area(s) ~=Form Number 


20-117B ORLEANS EAS.44 


Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 90 Old State Highway 
Historic Name: Samuel S. & Mary O. Sparrow House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1855-58 
Source: deeds, censuses, vital records 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/cross-wing 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, ca. 1855 
Shop, late 19" c. 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Dormers & wrap-around porch added, early 20" c 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 1.118 


Setting: The property is situated in a compromised 
location on a short section of the Old State Highway 
sandwiched between Route 6A (and the Orleans town line) 
and the Town Cove with the Eastham Rotary nearby. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Samuel S. & Mary O. Sparrow House, built ca. 1855, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a cross-wing plan 
composed of a front-gable house section with a three-bay fagade framed by a corner pilaster on the north end and a wide gable 
with a massive entablature along the raking eaves. The off-center entrance is encased with modest trim, perhaps an alteration, 
and windows have shallow cornices. The north side of the house contains two windows with cornices and an entablature with a 
tall, two-stage frieze that makes a short return on the front above the corner pilaster. The wing is attached to the house flush with 
its front wall. The fagade is sided with butted boards and contains three windows beneath a two-stage frieze at the roof edge. 
This fagade, along with the main entrance, may have been altered when a broad veranda fronted by turned posts was added to 
the front and over the entrance where a shingled pediment is located. The veranda wraps around the south end of the wing. Two 
shed-roof dormers were added to the front of the wing’s roof at this time, and a story-and-a-half rear ell, probably a later kitchen, 
was added to the rear. A small outbuilding, probably the shop taxed in 1902, is located just behind the south side of the veranda; 
it may have been moved here from a more remote location. A story-and-a-half domestic barn with clapboard siding and a front- 
gable roof is located north of the house. It is finished in such a way to suggest it is contemporaneous with the house. A door is 
centered on the street fagade with two windows in the loft. The house and barn are sited on a knoll set back from the street 
behind a yard with mature plantings. On the east side the house overlooks Town Cove across a sloping lawn. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Though no deed documents it, the house number 90 Old State Highway was built between 1855 and 1858 for mariner Samuel 
S. Sparrow (1827-82). Born in Chatham, by 1850 Sparrow had married Mary O. Smith, daughter of Richard Smith (1780-1868) 
and his second wife Phebe Ryder. In 1850 and 1855 the couple lived with her parents, very likely at 100 Old State Highway 
(EAS.45), but by 1858, as the Eastham map of that year documents, the Sparrows had built a house just south of the Smiths on 
land deeded to them later. The 1860 census describes Samuel Sparrow as a master mariner with $1,000 in real estate in a 
house with his wife Mary and daughter Paulina, born in 1855. The three were listed in the 1865 state census in this 
neighborhood as well, but in May of that year Mary Smith Sparrow died of consumption at the age of thirty-six. In 1868 Sparrow 
married Mary S. Crosby, daughter of Haskell and Fannie Crosby of Brewster. In 1870 he, his second wife, and daughter Paulina 
shared the 90 Old State Highway house with two boarders. 


In 1871 and 1873 the heirs of Myrick Smith (1785-1870) of Eastham deeded adjoining land to the south on which his house once 
stood to the Sparrows.' The 1880 census shows them alone in the house. Samuel Sparrow died in 1882, and in 1893 his widow 
sold 90 Old State Highway to Orlando H. Davenport of Boston.? “Mr Davenport of Boston is about purchasing Mrs. Samuel 
Sparrow’s house and land,” the Yarmouth Register reported in mid-December 1892. “Mr. Thomas Nickerson will occupy the 
house for the present. Mrs. Sparrow will reside in Orleans.”? Mary Smith Sparrow lived in Orleans with her step-daughter Paulina 
and husband Richard S. Myrick and died in that town in 1923. 


Born in Newton in 1830, Orlando Henry Davenport began his working life as a pipe layer and was overseer of the Boston water 
works in 1855, but by the early 1860s he had joined the Boston directory publishing firm of Adams, Sampson and Company and 
by 1865 he and George Sampson were partners in the firm. By 1870 the company was renamed Sampson, Davenport and 
Company, and Davenport remained involved with, at one time running its Albany office, until at least the late 1870s or early 
1880s, when he sold his share to longtime company clerk William E. Davenport; by 1885 the company was Sampson, Murdock 
and Company, though Davenport is listed as associated with Sampson, Davenport in that year’s Boston directory and as a 
publisher of city directories in the 1910 Boston census. The directory companies were profitable enough that Davenport and his 
wife Sarah A. Reynolds Davenport were consistently able to employ two live-in domestic servants (one of them a coachman). 


1 Franklin Smith, Orleans, and Heman Smith to Samuel and Mary S. Sparrow, 9 April 1871, BCD 107:1; Heman Smith to Samuel and Mary S. 
Sparrow, 20 October 1873, 115:77. Franklin (1809-91) and Heman (1821-76) were the sons of Myrick Smith; Heman lived at 70 Old State 
Highway (EAS.43), built between 1860 and 1865. 
? Mary S. Sparrow to Orlando H. Davenport, 2 January 1893, BCD 204:504 and 204:505. 
3 “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 10 December 1892, 5. 
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In 1902 the town of Eastham taxed Orlando Davenport on a house valued at $1300, a barn at $300, a shop at $125, a henhouse 
at $30, a boat, and 4.75 acres. He used the 90 Old State Highway property as a seasonal home, and he was among the affluent 
Boston-area sportsmen who came to Eastham to hunt and fish, as his obituary noted. Davenport died in 1915 and left an estate 
valued at more than $5 million. In addition to intricate and lengthy details about the treatment of the granite monument and 
marble statue at his grave in Forest Hills Cemetery and the graves of his parents and grandparents in other Massachusetts 
cemeteries, Davenport left all of his hunting and fishing equipment to his executor and trustee, Boston attorney Wilfred Bolster, 
as well as his diamond shirt stud. Davenport’s 1901 will left the personal property in his South Eastham home to his friend 
Thomas Washburn and the Eastham real estate to Washburn’s son Roger, but a 1909 codicil revoked these clauses and left 
both the Eastham personal and real estate to Bolster. 


Wilfred Bolster (1867-1947) was the son of Boston attorney and jurist Solomon A. Bolster and his wife Sarah. He graduated 
Harvard Law School in 1891 and was admitted to the Suffolk County Bar the same year. In 1902 he was appointed special 
justice to the Boston Municipal Court and became its chief justice four years later; Bolster served in that capacity for thirty-three 
years, and when he retired in 1939 Governor Leverett Saltonstall appointed him to chair the State Ballot Law Commission. He 
was, according to an associate quoted in his Boston Globe obituary, “one of the greatest judicial administrators in the history of 
Massachusetts.” In 1893 he married Jeanie T. Pond of Boston, and the couple had three sons—Philip W., Robert P., and 
Gardner T. The family had a cottage at Nantasket, on the Massachusetts south shore, in 1902 and later vacationed in Maine, but 
by 1915 they had begun to spend their summers in Eastham. Bolster appears to have named the 90 Old State Highway house 
“Willow Ridge.” 


After Wilfred Bolster’s death 90 Old State Highway passed to his son Robert P. Bolster, and it remained in the Bolster family until 
1972, when his heirs sold it to Viola N., Robert N., and Merelyn P. Foster of Fitchburg. The Fosters owned it, from 1975 in trust, 
until 1977, after which point the property changed hands often. In 1991 John D. and Karen S. Klingel of San Anselmo, California, 
acquired the property and placed it in trust in 1993. A later Klingel Family Trust was deeded the property in 2010 and was owner 
of record in 2020.° 
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The house and barn at 90 Old State Highway are depicted on the 1992 Klingel plan (BCP 493:75). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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View from NW. 


View from west. 
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